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2019 IMPACT REPORT

Here at Devils Backbone, we live by a core set of values that inspire and guide 
us in all we do. These values are the foundation of our business operations and 
company culture, and they inspired us to create the Heartland Initiative, Devils 
Backbone’s philanthropy and sustainability program. Through the Heartland 
Initiative, we bring our values to life, as we work to serve our community and 
protect our beautiful Blue Ridge home. Now in its fourth year, the Heartland 
Initiative’s momentum continues forward, with several exciting milestones 
achieved and new programs launched. So sit back, pop open a bottle of your 
favorite Devils Backbone brew, and enjoy reading highlights from 2019. Your 

support and engagement make these programs possible – thank you!

2020 Goals: A Check Up on Progress

We set ambitious goals when we launched the Heartland Initiative in 2017, and we’re on track to accomplish them by the end of 2020. 
Note that these goals are cumulative for progress achieved between 2017 and 2020.

Invest $1 million 

in our community

$826,826.46
as of 12/31/19

3,368.3
as of 12/31/19

82.7%
to goal

84.2%
to goal

Volunteer 4,000 

hours of service

Achieve 20% reduction 

in barrel of water to barrel of 

beer ratio

5.89 : 1

Benchmark

2017 average

5.76 : 1

Current average

as of 12/31/19

4.71 : 1

Goal
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Program stories

The Heartland Initiative operates through five pillars of focus, with each pillar 
representing a key piece of our community. Read on to learn more about each 
pillar and its accomplishments from 2019.

In 2019 we launched a new program for our employee family: the Devils 
Backbone Volunteer Challenge. We challenged our colleagues to  
volunteer in the community with the nonprofits they care most about, 
with the flexibility to do on their own time. When they volunteer at least 
8 hours, we donate $100 to a nonprofit of the employee’s choice. The first 
year was a great success, with 84 employees volunteering 1,800+ hours of 
service and 29 completing the 8 hour challenge. 

Last fall, we were thrilled to introduce the Give Back Pack, a 
limited-edition 12 pack sold in stores across our market and 
featuring unique brews benefitting staff-selected charities. We 
invited employees to pitch a beer recipe that benefits nonprofit 
organizations they love, and three ideas were selected. The Pack 
raised over $35,000 collectively for Mental Health America, 
the Wildland Firefighter Foundation, and Best Friends Animal 
Society. Click on the packaging to learn more!

This year, we reduced our carbon footprint with the installation of 1,242 
solar panels on the roof of our packaging hall in Lexington. With the 
453-kilowatt solar array, 16% of the Outpost Production Brewery’s 
purchased electricity will come from renewable sources, which is 
equivalent to 942,526 pounds of CO2 avoided each year. This exciting 
project is part of Anheuser-Busch’s company-wide goal to purchase 

100% of its purchased electricity from renewable sources by 2025.

Each September, 3,000+ guests visit our Basecamp Brewpub & 
Meadows property in Nelson County for Hoopla, a weekend of music, 
community adventures, and craft beer. For the first time, we rolled out 
a recycling program to collect cardboard, aluminum, and plastic waste 
from guests. Recycling in a rural community can be tricky, but thanks 
to volunteers and festival operations, we successfully recycled 1,200 
pounds of waste, equivalent to 3 cubic yards of landfill airspace, 457 
metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions, and 2,240 gallons of water.

SOLAR ENERGY

Festival Recycling

Volunteer Challenge

Give Back Pack

Photo provided by Kim Chappell of Dine, Wine & Stein Magazine

https://www.facebook.com/231659153524568/videos/516904409133944/


Our brewery is located in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and protecting our environment is a top priority. That’s why 
we’ve partnered with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy to help their conservation efforts 

across our region. $1 per case sold of Striped Bass Pale Ale and Trail Angel Weiss benefit these wonderful organizations.*

We love our local charities, and through the new Season of 
Giving program, we provide them with the opportunity to 
fundraise at our two Virginia locations. Throughout the year, 
we designate an item our menus as the Season of Giving dish – 
for each dish ordered, Devils Backbone will donate $2 to a local 
charity, which rotate seasonally. In 2019, we proudly raised 

over $14,000 for these six organizations:

Devils Backbone is thrilled to offer continued support to 
nonprofit organizations whose missions and impact align 
closely with our values. Through monetary contributions 

and merchandise donations, we proudly supported 

season of giving

Wildlife Center of Virginia

Nelson County Pantry

Coming Home Well

Hoofbeats Therapeutic Riding Center

Rockbridge Area Relief Association

The Community Table

Ongoing Philanthropy

250+ charities

$195,000

with over

in 2019

This support helped the ATC fund:

• Footpath and rare plant preservation at Spy Rock

• Ethical hiking practices through the Ridgerunner program

• Construction of a new trail center in Damascus

* Devils Backbone donates $1/case sold of Striped Bass Pale Ale to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (5/1/17 to 5/31/21, minimum $10,000 up to 
$40,000/year) and $1/case sold of Trail Angel Weiss to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (1/1/19 to 12/31/21, minimum $35,000 up to $100,000/year)

Dollars raised through 

Striped Bass Pale Ale Program

$65,000

Dollars raised through 

trail angel weiss Program

$36,871.90

Oyster shells returned to the 

Bay by the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation

6.5 million

Gallons of Bay water filtered

375 million
up
to



Local brewing company donates $10K 

to Roanoke Outside Foundation

Thanksgiving at the Table

To learn more about the Heartland Initiative,

visit bit.ly/dbheartland or email heartlandinitiative@dbbrewingcompany.com.

Enjoy Responsibly. ©2020 Devils Backbone Brewing Company, Lexington, VA

By Ida Domingo | ABC 13 News | Aug 21, 2019

The News-Gazette | Nov 27, 2019

Over the past few years, Devils Backbone has been thrilled to provide a grant to 
Piedmont Virginia Community College in Charlottesville to support their Craft 
Brewing Program. In 2019, our support helped the students save over $5,200 
in tuition and exam costs. We can’t wait to see how the program’s graduates 

contribute to the industry in the years ahead!

Click on each headline to read the full article

The sun shines on Devils Backbone 

Environmental Initiatives

AmericanCraftBeer.com | Dec 19, 2019

in the news

Businesses hoping to change recycling 

in Nelson County

By Erin Conway | Nelson County Times | Nov 27, 2019

https://wset.com/news/local/local-brewing-company-donates-10k-to-roanoke-outside-foundation
https://www.thenews-gazette.com/content/thanksgiving-table?fbclid=IwAR2hEewhKNvfh4GFsRzCG6Dzo7Q7i-R8syJsXrSQODsqPgS3PJ5ErAuhYiQ
http://bit.ly/dbheartland
mailto:heartlandinitiative%40dbbrewingcompany.com?subject=
https://www.americancraftbeer.com/the-sun-shines-on-devils-backbone-environmental-initiatives/
https://www.newsadvance.com/nelson_county_times/news/businesses-hoping-to-change-recycling-in-nelson-county/article_097b054b-6afc-5ba1-95c0-562d76613920.html

