
In 2017, Devils Backbone Brewing Company was thrilled to launch 
the Heartland Initiative, our brewery’s community impact program.  
Inspired by our mission and values and designed by our employees,  
the Heartland Initiative builds on a tradition of philanthropy and  
deepens engagement across the five core pillars of our community.  
Thanks to the support from our colleagues, industry partners, and  
community members, Devils Backbone contributed over $290,000  
through the Heartland Initiative this year. Check out how these dollars 
impacted our community through each pillar below!
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Over 200 community organizations received a donation or  
sponsorship from Devils Backbone, 81% within our home state of 
Virginia. Addressing hunger relief in our region is a priority, and 
special events raised enough funds to help our partners provide over 
148,000 meals to hungry neighbors in need. 

Devils Backbone family and friends contributed over 1,025 hours 
of community service in Virginia, with 66% staff participation. We 
also launched the Heartland Series, a quarterly brew that benefits a 
nonprofit organization chosen by staff. Thanks to the enthusiasm and 
support from employees, the Series raised over $13,000 for causes 
impacting the heartland.

Devils Backbone was excited to launch two major initiatives to  
advance the craft beer industry. We kicked off an internship program, 
hosting 2 interns from Virginia Tech in our production facility over 
the summer. We also worked with regional breweries on an inaugural 
General Certificate in Brewing Class, hosted at Piedmont Virginia 
Community College and launching in early 2018. INDUSTRY
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Devils Backbone is going green! In our new on-site Hoophouses  
we grew and supplied over 2,200 pounds of fresh produce to the  
Basecamp Brewpub kitchen. We’re also stepping up our recycling  
efforts, diverting over 346,000 pounds of waste from landfill last 
year. Solar panels will be installed in 2018, and we’re reducing how 
many barrels of water we use to brew 1 barrel of beer (with our 2017 
average as a benchmark, 5.89 BBL water:1 BBL of beer).

Devils Backbone supports clean water initiatives by partnering with 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and in 2017 our contributions, 
including sales of Striped Bass Pale Ale, helped the Foundation plant 
7 million oysters in the Chesapeake Bay, filtering up to 350 million 
gallons of water. We also launched a new partnership with the  
Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and for every case purchased of Trail 
Angel Weiss, Devils Backbone donates $1 to preserve the beauty of 
the Appalachian Trail.
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The Heartland Initiative wouldn’t be possible  
without the incredible support from our partners!
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Appalachian Trail Conservancy  
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank  
Chesapeake Bay Foundation  

Free to Breathe  
Hunters for the Hungry 
Nelson County Pantry  

Piedmont Virginia  
Community College 

Rockbridge Area Relief Association 
Virginia Tech 

Wildland Firefighter Foundation 
Wintergreen Adaptive Sports



STORIES OF IMPACT
PARTNERING TO SAVE THE BAY 
Devils Backbone Co-Founders Steve and Heidi Crandall are passionate 
about clean water and environmental conservation. They use sustainable 
practices to protect their farm’s waterways in Nelson County, Virginia, 
and they inspired us to develop a partnership with the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation to support clean water initiatives across our community. 
Devils Backbone sits in the heart of the Chesapeake Bay watershed, a 
64,000 square mile region from southern Virginia to New York. To help 
conserve this ecosystem, we donate a portion of Striped Bass Pale Ale 
proceeds to support CBF’s oyster restoration efforts, as oysters keep the 
Chesapeake Bay water clean.

FIGHTING HUNGER WITH BEER
Over the holidays, Devils Backbone teamed up with Blue Point Brewing 
Company to brew Karma Points, a red weizenbock brewed to help end 
hunger in our community. 100% of proceeds, plus a match from Devils 
Backbone, was donated to the Nelson County Pantry, Rockbridge Area 
Relief Association, and the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. Funds raised will 
help our partners serve over 130,000 meals - that’s one dinner for every 
client they serve in one month!

We are grateful for the continued support of  
Devils Backbone. Through the 2017 Striped Bass 
Pale Ale partnership, CBF was able to plant over  
7 million native oysters in the Chesapeake Bay, 
thus providing habitat and clean water for  
hundreds of marine species.

We were thrilled to brew Karma Points alongside 
our partners. Through this collaboration, Devils 
Backbone has helped us strengthen families and 
individuals in need including our most vulnerable 
— children and seniors.

“

“

”

”

– John Rodenhausen, Chesapeake Bay Foundation

– Carrie Covey, Blue Ridge Area Food Bank

*Devils Backbone donates $1/case sold of Striped Bass Pale Ale to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (5/1/17 to 5/31/21, minimum $10,000 up to $40,000/year) and $1/case 
sold of Trail Angel Weiss to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (1/1/18 to 12/31/18, minimum $20,000 up to $100,000).



To learn more, visit bit.ly/dbheartland or email  
heartlandinitiative@dbbrewingcompany.com

OUR FAMILY GIVES BACK 
Erik Filep is not only a Brewer and Head Cellerman at Devils Backbone, 
he’s a wildland firefighter. To support this community, he wanted to brew 
a beer for the Wildland Firefighter Foundation, a nonprofit that serves 
fallen wildland firefighters and their families. Erik’s recipe for a smoked 
black IPA called One Foot in the Black became the first beer of the 
Heartland Series, a new beer line-up that benefits a nonprofit  
organization chosen by staff. Brewed quarterly, the Series brews are 
available on draft only at our two locations, and once the beer has kicked, 
Devils Backbone proudly donates 50% of the beer’s sales to the selected 
nonprofit. Over $13,000 was donated from the Series in 2017,  
benefitting the Wildland Firefighter Foundation, Free to Breathe,  
Hunters for the Hungry, and Wintergreen Adaptive Sports.

As a wildland firefighter, I could think of no better 
way to show my love and appreciation for all of 
my brothers and sisters battling blazes around  
the county.

“

”
– Erik Filep, Devils Backbone Brewing Company 

INVEST $1 million in our community
VOLUNTEER 4,000 hours of service

ACHIEVE 20% reduction in barrel of water to barrel of beer ratio

2020 GOALS
We’re thrilled about the road ahead and are setting big goals for the future. Between the launch of this program in 
2017 and the end of 2020, we will:

JOIN US  
ON OUR  
JOURNEY

Try Striped Bass Pale Ale 
and Trail Angel Weiss! 
For each case sold,  
Devils Backbone donates 
$1 to the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation and  
Appalachian Trail  
Conservancy,  
respectively.*

Visit Basecamp Brewpub 
& Meadows and Outpost 
Brewery & Taproom for 
a pint of the Heartland 
Series brews, which  
benefit a different  
nonprofit organization 
each quarter. 

Contact us if you’re 
interested in brewing and 
want to learn more about 
the General Certificate 
in Brewing class. Email 
heartlandinitiative@
dbbrewingcompany.com 
or call 540-462-6200 
for more information.

Help us help our  
community! Here’s how 
you can participate i

Enjoy Responsibly.  © 2018 Devils Backbone Brewing Company, Lexington, VA


